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New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2009

SERMON BY
Pastor Jim Dunn

TEXT
Luke 13:6-9
 6And he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he 
came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, 'Look, for 
three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it 
down. Why should it use up the ground?' 8And he answered him, 'Sir, let it alone 
this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'"

The white pole bean. 
The blue banana squash. 
The bird egg bean. 

Odd sounding vegetables?  Well, they are odd.  They are rare.  They are among the many old 
varieties whose seeds are not sold commercially any more.  Because these odd vegetables either 
don’t ship well or don’t grow well in all parts of the country.  So, the only people who might still 
have seeds for these rare vegetables are seed collectors.  Who sell them as heirloom seeds.  You 
may have watched a food show in recent years where some chef, like Emeril, has used heirloom 
tomatoes in his or her cooking.  What’s the big deal about eating or cooking with these odd, rare 
vegetables?  Well, some people just have a taste for the past.

And in some things that is okay.  When it comes to cars or history or furniture or vegetables. 

But when it comes to fruit, the fruit of repentance, the fruit of obedience, the fruit of faithfulness, 
the Lord is looking for new growth.  In the parable of the fig tree, the vineyard owner comes to 
his fig tree, looking for fruit. In the past two years the fig tree did not bear fruit.  When he comes 
to look at it again, the vineyard owner does not have a taste for more of the same.  

“For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it 
down!”

The Lord does not have a taste for more of the same from His people.  No matter what kind of 
fruit we have produced or not produced this past year, the Lord calls each of us to grow 
spiritually, “to grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ,” as St. Paul writes. “Not that we 
have already obtained this or have already been made perfect…”  

Paul says. Not that we have reached spiritual maturity.  Not that we have faith so as to move 
mountains.  Not that we love as Christ loves.  

So, we are to keep growing in the new year.  We are to put on new growth.  We are to bear new 
fruit.  Of repentance, obedience, faithfulness. 
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But is it too late? 

Have we already become too satisfied with remaining the same?  Too satisfied with the status quo?  
Have we acquired a taste for the past?  Originally Jesus may have been aiming this parable at the 
leadership of Israel.  If that is accurate, then what He was saying to them is that they had had quite 
enough time to bear the fruit of repentance.  The Master had waited patiently long enough, long 
beyond the expected time of fruit bearing.  Is that true in our case also?  Is it too late?  It is 
possible to reach a point in our lives when we become skeptical that anything new can happen.  

Even if it is a new year.

Into such skepticism, Jesus introduces the next stanza of the parable. 

“Sir,” the vineyard worker replied, “leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it.” 

The word translated as leave it alone is the same word that is translated throughout our English 
New Testament as the word forgive. 

The speaker of this word, this stanza of the parable is God’s mercy.  For this parable is a 
conversation deep within the heart of God.  

God’s justice has said “It’s too late! Cut it down!”  And God’s mercy says, “Forgive.” 

The only way this conflict is resolved is that God had a plan, God had in mind another tree.  
Where His Son is cut down for us, instead of us.  So that God can say to us, “I forgive you.  I will 
leave the fig tree alone for another year.  I’ll give you another chance.” 

More than that He assures us He’s going to be working on us, digging and fertilizing.  Becoming 
new in the new year, bearing new fruit, putting on new growth does not come from our inner 
resources.  

God doesn’t tell us to do it yourself.  God acts to grow us spiritually.  Through our reading of His 
Word and coming to the Lord’s Supper  He dig s and fertilizes our faith.  He gives us another 
chance, so that as we enter the new year we enter it not as just another chapter, not as just 
another taste of the past.  Through that other tree of forgiveness, we, God’s fig trees, enter this 
year as another chance.

Amen
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